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DISCUSSION TOPICS

• COPY TREE
• VARIABLE MAPPING

• EXCLUDE

• BRANCH & MERGE
• VARIABLE MAPPING

• EXCLUDE

• LABELS – HISTORY

• REPORT GENERATOR

3

• INPUT FORMULA

• GROUP SETTINGS
• EXPLORER
• REFERENCE DIALOG

• WHAT’S NEW PDM 2019

• PDM RESOURCES



COPY TREE
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USER ACTIONS 

• SELECT ORIGINAL FILE

• TOOLS -> COPY TREE

COPY FILE WITH REFERENCES TO CREATE 
A SECOND INSTANCE UNRELATED TO THE 

ORIGINAL



COPY TREE
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• INDEPENDENT ASSEMBLIES
• SAME MODEL DESIGN
• DIFFERENT VARIABLE VALUES



ADMIN COPY TREE SETTINGS

DEFINE HOW FILE CARD VARIABLES ARE AFFECTED

• CLEAR VALUE

• UPDATE VALUES

• DEFAULT OVERWRITES
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ADMIN COPY TREE SETTINGS
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CLEAR VALUES
UPDATE VALUES

FILE TYPES
* = WILDCARD



ADMIN COPY TREE SETTINGS
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SPECIAL VALUE – FILE NAME WITHOUT EXTENSION
DEFAULT OVERWRITES



ADMIN COPY TREE SETTINGS
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FOLDER DATA CARD VARIABLE 
VARIABLE PROJECT NAME
DEFAULT OVERWRITES 



EXCLUDE COPY TREE 
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GROUP PROPERTY – COPY TREE

EXCLUDES FILES IN SELECTED 
FOLDER(S) FROM ANY COPY TREE 

OPERATIONS



BRANCH  & MERGE
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• AVAILABLE PDM PROFESSIONAL 2018
• PROVIDES USER ABILITY TO WORK ON 

MULTIPLE PROJECT VERSIONS AT ONCE TO 
TEST PROTOTYPE IDEAS

• CREATES INDEPENDENT COPY OF SOURCE FILE
• KEEPS RELATION BACK TO ORIGINAL PROJECT 

DATA



BRANCH  & MERGE
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BRANCH SOURCE
MODIFY BRANCH 

FILE
MERGE MODIFIED 

FILE
NEW SOURCE FILE 

VERSION

• BRANCH - THE DUPLICATION OF AN OBJECT UNDER REVISION 
CONTROL ALLOWING MODIFICATIONS TO HAPPEN IN PARALLEL

• MERGE - RECONCILES MULTIPLE CHANGES MADE TO A 
VERSION-CONTROLED COLLECTION OF FILES RESULTING IN A 
SINGLE COLLECTION OF FILES THAT CONTAIN BOTH SETS OF 
CHANGES. 



BRANCH 
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USER ACTIONS 

• SELECT ORIGINAL FILE

• TOOLS -> BRANCH

SIMILAR TO COPY TREE 
COPY FILE WITH REFERENCES 

TO CREATE A SECOND 
INSTANCE UNRELATED TO 

THE ORIGINAL



BRANCH 
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HISTORY OF SOURCE FILE WILL SHOW EVENT FROM BRANCH OPERATION



ASSOCIATED BRANCHES 
ASSOCIATED BRANCHES OPTION LISTS ALL THE 

BRANCES THE FILE IS A PART OF
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MERGE 
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USER ACTIONS 

• SELECT BRANCH FILE

• TOOLS -> MERGE

BRANCHED FILES CAN BE 
MERGED WITH SOURCE 

FILE, ANY MODIFICATIONS 
IN THE BRANCHED FILE 
WILL BE CARRIED OVER 

INTO THE SOURCE FILE AS 
A NEW VERSION



MERGE 
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HISTORY OF BRANCH FILE WILL SHOW EVENT FROM MERGE OPERATION



MERGE 
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HISTORY OF SOURCE FILE WILL SHOW NEW VERSION EVENT FROM MERGE OPERATION 



EXCLUDE BRANCHING 
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GROUP PROPERTY – BRANCH

EXCLUDES FILES IN SELECTED 
FOLDER(S) FROM ANY 

BRANCH\MERGE OPERATIONS



LABELS - HISTORY

• LABELS ADD A NOTE TO A VERSION OF A FILE

• ADD INFORMATION TO A FILE’S HISTORY

• PERFORM SAME FUNCTION AS VERSION COMMENT

• ADDED WITHOUT CREATING A NEW VERSION

• LABELS CAN BE USED IN SEARCHES
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USER ACTIONS 
• SELECT FILE
• MODIFY -> LABEL



LABELS - HISTORY

21

GROUP\USER PERMISSION
• CAN SET LABELS
• CAN DELETE LABELS



LABELS - HISTORY
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USER ACTIONS 
• SELECT FILE
• MODIFY -> LABEL
• ENTER LABEL NAME AND COMMENT
• SELECT OK
• VIEW VERSION HISTORY

• NAME\COMMENT CAN BE MODIFIED



LABELS - HISTORY
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• SEARCH LABEL
• COMPLETE SEARCH CARD



LABELS - HISTORY
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• CARD EDITOR SET UP 



REPORT GENERATOR

• ALLOWS USER(S)TO 
EXECUTE A PREDEFINED 
SQL QUERY WITHOUT 
THE NEED TO LOG INTO 
THE SQL SERVER

• AVAILABLE IN 
SOLIDWORKS PDM 
PROFESSIONAL 
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REPORT GENERATOR
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USER ACCESS
• TOOLS -> REPORT GENERATOR



REPORT GENERATOR

• REPORTS CREATED 
FROM SQL QUERY
• QUERY TO BE SAVED 

AS .CRP FILE

• REPORTS DOWNLOAD 
FROM 
SOLIDWORKS.COM
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REPORT GENERATOR – IMPORT QUERY
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IMPORT QUERY
• FILE -> IMPORT QUERY
• SELECT CRP FILE(S) -> OPEN
• SET GROUP\USER ACCESS



REPORT GENERATOR
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REPORT GENERATOR CRP FILES AVAILABLE 
FOR DOWNLOAD FROM SOLIDWORKS.COM
• CUSTOMER PORTAL – KNOWLEDGE BASE



INPUT FORMULA

ABILITY TO POPULATE AN EDIT BOX CONTROL WITH A  STRING BUILT UP BY VALUES FROM 
VARIABLES LINKED TO OTHER CONTROLS ON THE FILE DATA CARD

COMBINE ELEMENTS INTO A STRING
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INPUT FORMULA – CHECKBOX VALUE

CHECKBOX VALUE

CHECKED VALUE 1 = PENDING UNCHECKED VALUE 0 = N/A
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INPUT FORMULA – TOKEN
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SELECTION OF VALUE FROM DROPDOWN POPULATES TEXT FIELDS

USER SELECTS CUSTOMER
DEPARTMENT, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER 

FIELDS AUTO POPULATE



INPUT FORMULA – TOKEN
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INPUT FORMULA – TOKEN
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DEPARTMENT

ADDRESS

CITY

PHONE NUMBER



INPUT FORMULA

LIMITATIONS

• INPUT FORMULAS ARE DRIVEN BY MANUAL ENTRY

• NO DIRECT WAY TO CREATE CONDITIONAL “IF” TYPE FORMULAS

ALTERNATE OPTION

• API PROGRAMMING

• DISPATCH
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GROUP SETTINGS – CHECK IN
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OPTIONS TO INCLUDE DRAWING 
REFERENCES UPON MODEL 

CHECK-IN



GROUP SETTINGS – EXPLORER
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FILE TYPES TO SHOW

LOCAL FILE CLEAN-UP 



GROUP SETTINGS – MENUS
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CUSTOMIZE GROUP FILE\FOLDER 
SHORTCUT MENUS,

ACTION, MODIFY, DISPLAY AND 
TOOLS DROPDOWNS



GROUP SETTINGS – REFERENCE DIALOG
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LATEST VERSION VIEWING 
OPTIONS

SELECTION CHILD REFERENCES 
FOR TRANSITIONING AND FILE 

CHECK-OUT



WHATS NEW PDM 2019

• CONDITIONAL NOTIFICATIONS
• ADD PREDEFINED CONDITIONS TO SEND TRANSITION NOTIFICATIONS TO USERS AND GROUPS

• SEND NOTIFICATIONS DYNAMICALLY TO USERS BASED ON THE VALUE OF DATA CARD VARIABLES
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RECIPIENT – MANAGER GROUP



WHAT’S NEW PDM 2019

• EDIT HISTORY COMMENTS – ADMINISTRATIVE PERMISSIONS

• MIXED AUTHENTICATION SUPPORT – WINDOWS\ SW PDM USER

• NAMING FILES WITH SERIAL NUMBERS
• NAME INTERNAL OR VIRTUAL COMPONENT, OR WELDMENT PART

• OPENING A PARENT FILE WITHOUT REFERENCED FILES

• MANDATORY USER COMMENTS
• SPECIFIED FOR STATES AND TRANSITIONS
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PDM RESOURCES

• WWW.SOLIDWORKS.COM – CUSTOMER PORTAL
• KNOWLEDGE BASE

• WWW.HELP.SOLDIWORKS.COM

• WWW.MYSOLIDWORKS.COM

• INSTALLATION FILES
• C:\Program Files\SOLIDWORKS Corp\SOLIDWORKS PDM\Lang\GB

• ADMINISTRATION TOOL HELP
• ADMINSTRATION GUIDE

• REPLICATION GUIDE

• WEB SERVER GUIDE
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http://www.solidworks.com/
http://www.help.soldiworks.com/
http://www.mysolidworks.com/


43

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/5555663745
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


YOUR FEEDBACK IS NEEDED!

SESSION EVALUATION FORMS ARE LOCATED IN 
THE BACK OF YOUR CONFERENCE PROGRAM

SESSION NAME:

PDM PROFESSINAL TIPS FOR ADMINSTRATORS

PRESENTERS

MAX KENT & JEN TAYLOR

PLEAVE REMOVE YOUR COMPLETED FORM 
AND PLACE IN BOX BY DOOR

Thank you! 
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THANK YOU!

MAX & JEN
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