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Overview

Increase user productivity with PDM Professional

• Favorite Links

• Display Options

• Creating Search Favorites

• Compare Versions

• Copy Link

• Move Tree

• Copy Tree

• Search Wildcards

• Exporting Search Results to Excel

• PDM 2019 Enhancements



Favorite Links

• Pin to quick access
• Vault View

• Folders within vault



Favorite Links

• Desktop Vault-view shortcut 
creation in Windows 10
• Right-click on desktop

• Select New

• Click Shortcut

• Click Browse

• Browse to Vault-view

• Click OK

• Click Next

• Name your shortcut

• Click Finish



Favorite Links

• Deleting Vault-view shortcut
• Select by left-click

• Press ‘Delete’ key

• ! Caution !
• Be careful not to accidentally 

delete your actual vault view



Display Options

✓ Hide the @ configuration



Display Options

✓ Show full UI in SOLIDWORKS preview



Display Options

✓ Show bitmap for SOLIDWORKS files



Display Options

✓ Split Preview Tab/Preview Placement



Creating Search Favorites

• Use “Search Tool”
• Define Your Search

• Add to Favorites

• Associated icon will be a colored star



Creating Search Favorites

• Favorite(s) show up in 
multiple places.



Compare Versions

• Right-click in explorer, “History”
• Pick two events, select “Compare”



Copy Link

• Creates hyperlink

• Just like a notification

• Can be pasted in:
• E-mails

• Word documents

• Excel documents

• Pdf’s



Copy Tree

• PDM equivalent of Pack and Go
• Quickly copy files

• Integration with PDM serial numbers



Move Tree

• Similar options to Copy Tree

• Quicker than manually tracking references if moving files



Search Wildcards

• Refined search results

• Faster search results



Search Wildcard Operators

Wildcard

*

?

=

!=

Space

“”

Description

Any number of characters of any kind can be filled in

One character of any kind can be filled in

Exact entry

Exclude exact entry

Act as an “OR”

Exact string of characters using spaces



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

mm

*mm*

*mm

mm*

mm*template*.sldprt

(*) - Any number of characters of any kind can be filled in
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Search Wildcards

Examples: 

mm

*mm*

*mm

mm*

mm*template*.sldprt

(*) - Any number of characters of any kind can be filled in



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

mm?template?sldprt

mm?00000??sldprt

(?) - One character of any kind can be filled in



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

mm?template?sldprt

mm?00000??sldprt

(?) - One character of any kind can be filled in



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

=mm_template.sldprt

=weldment.sldprt

=weldment

(=) - Exact entry
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Search Wildcards

Examples: 

=mm_template.sldprt

=weldment.sldprt

=weldment

(=) - Exact entry



Search Wildcards

Example: 

!=mm_template.sldprt

(!=) - Exclude exact entry



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

mm brkt

tube part mm

( ) - Acts as an “OR”



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

mm brkt

tube part mm

( ) - Acts as an “OR”



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

“cylinder assy”

“5 x 2”

(“”) - Exact string of characters using spaces



Search Wildcards

Examples: 

“cylinder assy”

“5 x 2”

(“”) - Exact string of characters using spaces



Search Wildcards

The elusive “AND” Wildcard/Operator



Exporting Search Results to Excel

• Open search results 
from toolbar.



PDM Options in SOLIDWORKS

http://help.solidworks.com/2019/English/EnterprisePDM/FileE
xplorer/SOLIDWORKS_Add-in_Options.htm?format=P&value=

http://help.solidworks.com/2019/English/EnterprisePDM/FileExplorer/SOLIDWORKS_Add-in_Options.htm?format=P&value=


PDM 2019 Enhancements

• Search cards default to logged in user
• Variables such as:

• Checked out by

• Author

• Created By

• Transitions by User

• Set default value to %user%

• Reduces amount of search favorites created

Default Search Variable in Search Cards



PDM 2019 Enhancements

• Improved right mouse 
button context menu

• Available in tabs:
• Bill of Materials

• Contains

• Where used

File Shortcut Menu



PDM 2019 Enhancements

• Now supports configurations

• Switching between Drawings 
sheets

Support for eDrawings Functionality



PDM 2019 Enhancements

• New User Setting
• Do not select references 

defined as drawing nodes 
during state change

• If active, will select the 
associated drawing(s) of the 
model during a state change

Selection of Referenced Drawing Nodes During Change State



PDM 2019 Enhancements

• Design Library Folders 
located in PDM are 
recognized and identified

• Components are 
automatically cached

• Components are always 
available for selection

Design Library Cache



Your Feedback is appreciated!

Session evaluation forms are located in the 
back of your conference program.

Session Name: PDM Tips and Tricks for Users

Presenter Name: Tong Xiong

Please remove your completed form and place 
in box by the door.

Thanks You!


